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Our Readers Write

Ly Mavginal Land Analvsis appraisal in the Npring 2002 1ssue provoked several readers 1o respond. The letters ferve argne other points
af view about marginal land avalvsis and vther topics of Georglst interest,

[. Single Tax Good, Marginal
Land Analysis Not

Understood
by Chuck  Metalitz
Prector, HON Chicago)

Henry George asserted that if all land
were under absolute private owncership,
the general fevel of wages would drop to
the muinmimum that labor would consent
W e on, Bur -

(1) We don't have absolute private
owaersiup. Common land 1s available
for certain  low-earning  occupations
(streel vendors, scavengers, etc.). And
most private land. 1if not exempt. s
subject to taxes equivalent to some
portion {10%,7} of the land rent. Also.
government can force land nto use
through cnminent domain or n other
Wavs.

flxecniive

{2y The geweral level of wages
apptics (o those withowt special skalls or
corfacts, the {owest earners. Today.
these people are barely able o support
themselves, let alone dependents. The
fact that physiclans. lawvers,
bureaucrats. antluence  peddlers.  and

many others can live quite well docs not

sav anvthing about the general level of

Wiy,

I's  wmportant  tor  single-tax

advocates to keep the fundamentals of

Creorge’s analvsis in mind. That's one reason that we have

Henry George Schools.

[I. The Marginal-l.and Analysis Is Also Good
By Jumes Chapman (long-time Creoraisi)
Henes George said that invention — technological progress
increasced land value along with growth in population, and 1t
certiunty has. The only new homes being built in our area are
m the M30.000 and up range on Jots valucd at $60,000-

N IVRNILY
And poverty is still with us

Your Help Makes
Our Work Possible

You fervently believe that land
speculation impoverishes
many. So do we.

If you really want to, and are
able to, further the Cause,
include in your will a tax-tree
grant to the Center for the
Study of Economics, whose
research we need to spread the
land value tax to real-world
cities.

Or provide in your will that the
remainder will accrue to C.S.E.
Let us mscribe your name on a
plague in our offices
commemorating your gitt -
thereby inspiring others to do
likewise.

Contact:
HGFA/CSE 215.988.9998

[t 15 not too visibic

America because we disguise it with
billions of dollars in all kinds of welfare
programs, Including a mummum-wage
law and now a move for a living-wage
law. These laws, Like unions. do not
include every worker. Marginal land
analvsis 1s. ot coursc, verv visible
Afghamstan and  other  third-world
countrics where only a few own land.

Willlam  Dravton. a  MacArthur
Fellow wrote (in Barron s Weekly, 2-24-
G7) that America s unemplovment 1s not
5.3% but about 33%-43% 1t . we |alsol
count the under-cmploved. thu part-
timers. seasonal workers. and those who
could work but arc not secking jobs (the
latter might be so well off thev don't
have to scck work or clse the
satisficd with welfare).

[ would not Iike to believe that Henry
George wrote anything that 1s not true.

JIC

I11. Briefly Defining U.S.

Taxes

v Hdoridian Ted Morris, an active
Creoryist

“Beggar-Thy-Neighbor Tax" (protective
tarift) the principal  cause  of
worldwide cconomic inetficiency

“"Vulture Tax" (estate taxes) - the
death of an individual 1s an occasion for
evervone, i the name of the state. to

plunder his goods. to pick the bones clean (could also be

called the Cannibal Tax).
“Karl Marx Tax" (corporatc and personal income taxes) -

the  cconomy.

similar effects.

“Catastrophe Tax" {on buildings)
than natural catastrophes by preventing their construction.
Continied on Page 3
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the big anti-cconomic tax, and the most costly and inctticient
to admimister. It grows the state and shrinks the cconomy.
“Sails Tax" (sales tax) -
Much
sovernment cotfers. [t s highly regressive. The VAT has

takes the wind out of the sails of

that 15 collected never  reaches

- destrovs more buldings



